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History

The Total Theatre Awards were first presented in 1997 to raise the profile of physical and visual theatre. Now a well-established event at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, they honour those pushing at the boundaries of traditional theatre and the best in physical and visual performance.
Who decides?

The Total Theatre Awards bring together two different teams of academics, critics, presenters and theatre artists to assess and then judge shows produced at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe. A full list will be available in July.

Generally, 6 Awards are given across a range of categories. A smaller number can be awarded at the judge’s discretion.

*Deadline for applications is at 9am on Friday 30th July
Thanks to Total Theatre Awards 2010 supporters: 
barbicanbite10, London International Mime Festival, 
New Wolsey Theatre & Pulse, Norfolk & Norwich Festival, 
Royal & Derngate Northampton, University of Chichester & The Storeroom, University of Winchester, Wales Millennium Centre 
The Process

1. Eligibility

Total Theatre Awards @ Edinburgh Festival Fringe 2010 are given to professional artists and companies presenting work at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe 2009. Visit www.edfringe.com for further information on this year’s festival. Artists, venues and interested parties can register shows to be considered for the Total Theatre Awards.
Total Theatre are interested in new developments in theatre making. We resist too narrow a definition of the term ‘total theatre' but imagine the awarded artists and companies leading innovative work within devised theatre, live art, visual performance, mime, experimental theatre, clown, circus, street arts, mask, cabaret and new variety, site specific, dance-theatre, puppet-theatre… and more. This does not exclude the use of spoken text but we would, in this case, be looking for work in which any spoken text is only one of the leading elements in the production. 

The awarded artists and companies will share a belief in (and demonstration of) the power of theatre and live performance to communicate, entertain and inspire audiences – cutting across boundaries of class, nationality and/or language. They will be pushing the form in new directions with a clear intention to produce work of the highest quality. We intend to honour work from artists and companies at various stages of their professional development. 
*We will not consider work by student companies. 

2. Registration

Anyone can register a show appearing at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe 2009 but we are particularly encouraging artists to engage in this process. Registration should be made using the official entry form attached.
Entry forms will also be posted on the Total Theatre website, or available by emailing totaltheatreaward@btinternet.com and can be posted or emailed back anytime from that date until 9am on Friday 30th July 2010.

*Random registrations: Please note that we have a system whereby, from 6th-18th August, Total Theatre assessors and judges can make random registrations for work they feel should be considered for an Award but that has not been formally registered. 

Artists/companies cannot register after Friday 30th July.
3. Assessment and Judging

A team of assessors will work from 6th – 18th August assessing shows. A shortlist will be announced on 19th August. The judging process takes place between 19th & 26th August. The Awards Ceremony will be held on Friday 27th August. Venue tbc. 
Please note that due to changes in the way some venues are programming shows, experimental work will be judged throughout the fringe by a dedicated group of judges.
· Stage one - Assessment 
All work that is registered by 30th July 2010 on an official entry form will be assessed in accordance with the Total Theatre Awards assessment and judging process guidelines. 

All work formally registered that is deemed by Total Theatre to be eligible for an Award will be seen by at least one assessor. 

Assessors will write a brief report on each show they see. This can be sent to the relevant company once the Awards process is complete, if requested.

· Stage two - Nominations 

If a Total Theatre assessor believes a show should be considered for an award they will nominate that show and it will be seen by another assessor. At this point the company/venue will be informed of their nomination.

It will be possible for work which has previously been seen by Total Theatre assessors elsewhere (pre-Edinburgh) to be put forward for nomination, but the final judgements of the Awards will be made solely on the basis of the work as seen in Edinburgh 2010.

· Stage three - Creating a shortlist  

On 18th August, a shortlist of shows will be drawn up by Total Theatre assessors, based on the assessors’ evaluations. This list will be publicised widely and available to view on the Total Theatre website from 19th August 2009 at www.totaltheatre.org.uk
Artists/companies who make it onto the Shortlist will be expected to provide Total Theatre with images and company information for promotional purposes.

· Stage four – The Judging Process

The Total Theatre Awards 2010 judging panel, working with Total Theatre director and chair Pippa Bailey, will be responsible for facilitating the judging process. 

The judging panel will consist of respected professionals working within the field of physical, devised and visual theatre/performance and will include artists, producers, programmers, critics, Total Theatre Magazine writers, academics and representatives of other arts organisations. The names of the Total Theatre Awards 2010 judging panel will be posted on the website towards the end of June. 

The judges will see the work short-listed for Awards between 19th and 26th August. Not all judges will see all of the work but at least 3 judges will see every show in each category. Final decisions will be made at a closed meeting held on Thursday 26th August. The judges’ decision is final.
4. Judging criteria

Assessors and judges will be asked to compare a wide range of performance work and be looking for the highest quality. The following areas will be considered: The intention behind the work as evident in the performance; the rigour with which the production is made; the craft and skills employed; its structure; the relationship between form and content; consideration of the audience; the risks and challenges the show embraces and the success with which it brings together the various elements.

5. Categories

The purpose of these categories is to help focus the short-listed shows for the judges and are a guide until the assessment process concludes.
· Young company

· Visual/ Physical theatre

· Experiment & Innovation 

Please note another three awards can be given at the judges discretion and categorised at the short listing stage.
6. Announcing the Winners of the Total Theatre Awards 2010
The Total Theatre Awards 2010 will be announced and presented at a ceremony on the morning of Friday 27th August (venue tbc).

Up to six Total Theatre Awards will be made to the artists and companies presenting shows deemed to be the best examples of innovative, physical, devised, visual theatre/performance at the Fringe 2010.

The Total Theatre Awards is a project of Total Theatre, a charitable organisation championing innovative developments in contemporary theatre. For more on the organisation and to subscribe to their associated quarterly publication, Total Theatre Magazine, visit www.totaltheatre.org.uk 

Contact Details

For further information on Total Theatre Awards contact:
Pippa Bailey, Creative Director, Total Theatre

Email: awards@totaltheatre.org.uk
If you wish to register a show to be considered for the Total Theatre Awards, please use the official entry form – sent separately.
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